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This special issue is dedicated to

the memory of Prof. Erik Drigsdahl
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The Guyot Hours

Michela Cicalini

Description

A Book of Hours, following the use of Nantes, in Latin and
French, on vellum. France c.1485-1510. 194 [f. 120 X 80 mm.
15 lines (64 x 40 mm), bastard script.

Painted panel borders on most pages (decoration partially
repainted after 1500, to conceal the original ownership).
Complex mixture of contents and styles, mainly Nantes and
Rouen.

Auctioned as a bound manuscript at Sotheby's, on 6 July
2006 lot 88. Sold as single leaves on eBay, in 2006.

Three miniatures auctioned at Bloomsbury, 601/2007, lots

17, 18, and 19.

I worked on the reconstruction of the so-called "Guyot
Hours" during the Fragmentology Summer School 2022,
organised by the Research Centre for European
Philological Tradition.

[ started my research from a scattered leaf (Fig. 1, sold by
a German dealer, Antik Bendt), by faithfully following
each step described in the WBRM.

The starting leaf was a type III digital fragment, depicting
Saint John on Patmos, his eagle with a pencase, landscape
background, full border including a bird, an ape with
bagpipes, and a coat-of-arms (evidently retouched). This
fragment turned out to be folio 13 recto of the parent
manuscript.

Through the WBRM, during the recensio, finding the sister
leaves has been extremely fast, fruitful and selective.
Once in possession of a sufficient number of digital
fragments, the repertum was just as fast, allowing me to
identify the parent manuscript at a Sotheby's auction in

2006. 83
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Fig. 1. Leaf sold by Antik Bendt, recto
84
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The auction house experts suggested in the catalogue that

this BoH may have been produced for a couple:

The manuscript was commissioned for a couple: his arms are
erased from fol.13 recto and hers from fol.117 recto. Perhaps one
of the patrons came from Nantes and the other from Amiens. The

man is shown in the miniature on fol.28 recto.

It should be noted, however, that in the manuscript the
prayers Obsecro te (fol.22v) and O intemerata (fol.28r), are
both for male wuse, and that only a man 1is depicted
kneeling before the Virgin, dressed in typical merchant's

red attire, with a green pouch on his belt.

nd Child enthroned in a gothic inwerior, full border in

Fig. 3. The Guyot Hours. Digital reconstruction, fol. 28 recto,

depicting the first patron, kneeling before the Virgin Mary

86



The two coats of arms once in the manuscript (whose
digital fragments I recovered together with Professor
Rossi) are of little help, since both have been retouched.
The one with the Paschal Lamb, appearing under the
miniature of St. John, is quite similar to the arms of the
Parliament of Rouen. The Use of the Hours of the Virgin is
that of Nantes, but not that of the Office of the Dead,
which is consistent with Rome and Rouen. The Calendar
points unambiguously to Amiens. The style of illumination
is closest to that of Rouen, one of the great centres for

the export of manuscripts.
The retouching is most

~ 10 —
+:5‘l’2a?‘l>'tﬂ"du evident on the right-hand
F ”

T\"?m”'“c.?\ﬂuﬂﬂ side of the current coat of

arms (Fig. 4 below), where the
red is more vivid.

On the other hand, in
Sotheby's catalogue, it is
explicitly stated that the coat
of arms was erased when the
manuscript was auctioned,
and so the bright red must
have been added by the
German dealer very recently.

I consider it highly probable
that the additions relating to
Rouen are attributable to the
second owner of the
manuscript, that ]. Guyot
referred to in the auction
catalogue and who, around the

beginning of the 16th century,

added numerous prayers and
Fig. 4. Recueil de blasons personal dates in his own
peints (1500-1600), BnF. hand.

Département des Manuscrits.

Francais 17256, and The Guyot

Hours, fol. 13 recto, 87



The annotated edition of the Guyot Book of Hours will be
released in 2023 by this same publisher, but those who
would 1like to start browsing through the digitally
(partially) reassembled manuscript can follow this link:

https://www.receptioacademic.press/guyotboh

DOI: 10.55456/guyotboh
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